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Understanding Rights to Light:         
A Developer’s Guide 

 
 

What Is a Right to Light? 

A Right to Light is a legal property right that allows an owner to receive a reasonable level of 
natural light through defined windows or openings.                

If a new development obstructs too much light, the affected owner may be entitled to legal 
remedy, including compensation or an injunction to stop or alter a development. 

Unlike planning permissions or daylight/sunlight policy tests, Rights to Light are governed by 
property and case law, not planning legislation. This means that even if your scheme has 
planning consent, it can still face a legal challenge for infringing a neighbour’s light. 

 

Why It’s Important for Developers 

Ignoring Rights to Light can lead to serious financial and project risks, including: 

• Delays or redesign costs if legal claims arise late in the process. 

• Injunctions, which can force parts of a completed building to be altered or removed. 

• Compensation claims, which can significantly impact project viability. 

• Uncertainty for funders and purchasers, who often require assurance that risks have 
been properly assessed and mitigated. 

Understanding these issues early allows developers to plan with confidence and avoid costly 
surprises once the scheme is underway. 

 

How to Manage the Risk 

1. Early Assessment: 
Commission a Rights to Light appraisal as soon as a massing or envelope is defined — 
ideally before planning submission. 

2. Design Collaboration: 
Work with ROL Surveyors and architects to adjust form, setbacks, or façade design to 
reduce potential infringements. 

3. Negotiation & Insurance: 
Where impacts remain, engage affected neighbours early to agree settlements and 
explore Rights to Light insurance. 

4. Expert Support: 
Appoint experienced surveyors and legal advisors to ensure that assessments, 
valuations, and any negotiations are based on sound technical and legal evidence. 

With over 100 years of combined expertise, ULS provides clear, practical guidance on managing 
Rights to Light risk from feasibility through to completion. 
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We help developers: 

• Identify and quantify potential infringements. 

• Support design optimisation to limit exposure. 

• Negotiate or insure risks to protect value and programme. 

 

ULS — Managing Light, Maximising Value. 
Successfully guiding developers through the technical and legal complexities of Rights to Light. 

Visit us here: www.ulslondon.com 

Gregory Francis: 

m: 07908 664 649 | e: greg@ulslondon.com 

Adrian Coe: 

m: +44 (0) 7780 112 460 | e: adrian@ulslondon.com 

Ian Absolon: 

m: +44 (0) 7766 148 486 | e: iana@ulslondon.com 

Ian Greves: 

m: +44 (0) 7711 090 579 | e: iang@ulslondon.com 
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